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messenger to him. And the whole army came with him,
filling the land as far as the eye could reach, so that the
Vindhya forest appeared to be besieged. So that King of
Vatsa entered into the encampment of his army, and re-
mained in that wild region to wait for news from Ujjayini.
And while he was there a merchant came from Ujjayini, a
friend of Yaugandharayana's, and when he had arrived re-
ported these tidings : " The King Chandamahasena is pleased
to have thee for a son-in-law, and he has sent his warder to
thee. The warder is on the way, but he has stopped short
of this place; however, I came secretly on in front of him,
as fast as I could, to bring your Highness information/'

When he heard this the King of Vatsa rejoiced, and told
it all to Vasavadatta, and she was exceedingly delighted.
Then Vasavadatta, having abandoned her own relations, and
being anxious for the ceremony of marriage, was at the same
time bashful and impatient: then she said, in order to divert
her thoughts, to Vasantaka, who was in attendance : " Tell
me some story/3 Then the sagacious Vasantaka told that
fair-eyed one the following tale in order to increase her
affection for her husband.

8. Story of Devasmitd

There is a city in the world famous under the name of
Tamralipta, and in that city there was a very rich merchant
named Dhanadatta. And he, being childless, assembled many
Brahmans and said to them with due respect: " Take such
steps as will procure me a son soon." Then those Brahmans
said to him : " This is not at all difficult, for Brahmans can
accomplish all things in this world by means of ceremonies
in accordance with the scriptures. To give you an instance,
there was in old time a king who had no sons, and he had
a hundred and five wives in his harem. And by means of a
sacrifice to procure a son there was born to him a son named
Jantu, who was like the rising of the new moon to the eyes of
his wives. Once on a time an ant bit the boy on the thigh as
he was crawling about on his knees, so that he was very un-
happy and sobbed loudly. Thereupon the wliole harem was